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Are you ready for the 2011 Association Annual Meetings?  





The start of the 2011-2012 Church Year is here.   On September 1, many new leaders and teachers will be assuming new responsibilities in many of our churches.  Please pray for our dedicated pastors and every church member who will be assisting him in seeking to reach people for Christ.





September is also the time when “Associations of Churches” begin to meet and celebrate the victories that God has given them during the past year, and makes plans for the coming year.  Each church is encouraged to have a large representation of Messengers to attend the celebration, and to share in conducting the necessary business. The meeting dates and locations of the District Eight Associations are as follows:





North Sabine – Tuesday, September 13, at 6:00 PM for a Supper Meal, and 7:00 PM for Business and Worship, at Fellowship Baptist Church, near Converse.   Pastor George Treutlein is the Moderator, and Pastor Jimmy Price will be preaching the Annual Sermon.





Red River – Tuesday, September 20, at 6:00 PM, at Springhill Baptist Church.   Dr. Richard Kaufman is the Moderator, and the Host Pastor, Josh Eubanks, will be preaching the Annual Sermon.





Natchitoches – Tuesday, September 27, at 7:00 PM, at Clarence Baptist Church.    Pastor Brian Ray is the Moderator, and the Host Pastor, Jason Womack will be preaching the Annual Sermon.





DeSoto – Thursday, September 29, at 7:00 PM, at Mansfield First Baptist Church.  Pastor Larry Pridmore is the Moderator, and the Host Pastor, Thumper Miller, will be preaching the Annual Sermon.





Sabine – Tuesday, October 4, at 6:30 PM, at Hornbeck First Baptist Church.  Pastor Jimmie Glover is the Moderator, and the Host Pastor, Jack Bell, will be preaching the Annual Sermon.








Looking for a place to have a Retreat for your Church? 





��





Have you considered the new Retreat Facilities at Clara Springs Baptist Camp?   This is a wonderful place to take your Youth and/or Children.   There is a beautiful new Retreat Building that sleeps up to 48 persons, with a large central room for Bible Studies and other Spiritual Growth Activities.  They can also enjoy multiple recreation opportunities (swimming, fishing, putt-putt golf, climbing-wall, etc.) throughout the campus.





Additionally, what about a Retreat for your Adults?   There are 15 beautiful new Cabins with queen size beds, the amenities of a small mountain Lodge, and a really nice Fellowship/Activities Building with a Deck overlooking the Clara Springs Lake.   What more could you want?   God has wonderfully blessed your camp over the last few years to be able to construct or purchase some of the finest Retreat Facilities in the state.  You are encouraged to contact Bro. Jack “Bubba” Mills, Camp Manager (318-796-3875), and discuss the possibility of scheduling a Weekend Retreat, or Day Retreat, or any other event that focuses on bringing your people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.  This is a wonderful place to get away from the “church house” and draw near to God and your Church Family.  The Clara Springs staff will work with you to make your retreat very special.  The cost is reasonable, and the facilities are outstanding.





And Remember,  the 4th Friday Night of August, September, and October is Fish Fry Nights at the Camp.  All you can eat for $9 per person, and the Fellowship is “GREAT”.   About 200 people will be there.   Don’t miss it.    





 Ministers  & Family Day at C.S.





Clara Springs Camp is hosting a special “District Eight Ministers & Family Appreciation Day” on Labor Day, Monday, September 5th.   The swimming pool will be open.  For more details, call Bubba & Mandi Mills (318-796-3875).  





PRAYER  BREAKFASTS





DeSoto --------------- Wednesday,   Sept. 7,   7:30 AM


           Grand Cane Village Restaurant


Natchitoches -----------Thursday,  Sept. 1,   8:00 AM


             Trinity Baptist Church


Red River ----------------Tuesday,   Sept. 6,   8:00 AM


          	             Coushatta First Baptist


Sabine  and  North Sabine –---- Monday, Sept 12,


	   Due to Labor Day, at Many FBC, at 8:00 AM                                           





These are great times each month when ministers and laypersons come together, share a good meal, and spend time praying for common concerns.  Come join us.








District Eight Exec Board Meeting





Thursday, August 25th, at the Missions Office, 6:00 PM.


Operating Committee Members relating to the NSU Baptist Collegiate Ministry, Clara Spring Baptist Camp Ministry, Toledo Baptist Resort Ministry, and the Budget, Finance, & Personnel Committee are encouraged to be present.  Several matters will be presented for consideration. 





 See You at the Pole





Wednesday, September 28th is the day that Students all across District Eight, and all across America, will gather around their School Flag Poles and pray for their schools, their families, their friends, and so many others.  Let us as Church Leaders also pray for these Students as they stand strong in their faith in many challenging school situations.   





ANNUAL CHURCH PROFILE





The 2010-2011 Church Year ends August 31.  It is time to take a look at the progress of your church this past year and compile that information in preparation for the Associational Annual Meetings.  ACPs have been mailed to all Churches to assist with that process.  If your Church Clerk has not received the ACP, have them call us today.








A  CLOSING  WORD……by Lee Dickson





What a Summer!   The Vacation Bible School reports have been outstanding.  God was at work all over the District Area.   Life changing decisions for Christ took place in so many churches.   Also, the camps at Clara Springs Baptist Camp were great Spiritual experiences for hundreds of kids.    A special “THANKS” goes to those of you who helped provide Scholarships to children who could not have attended camp without you.  Missionary Mary Gore reports that Toledo Baptist Resort Ministry had a great summer as well.   Also, Bill Collins, Director at the Baptist Collegiate Ministry at Northwestern State University, has had students doing Summer Missions Work all around the world.  





Associational Annual Meetings!   As you noticed on the front page, these events begin in a few weeks.  These are exciting times when the Messengers from all the churches in each of the Five Associations come together to report and rejoice over what God has done in their respective churches during the past year, and to begin making plans for 2011-2012.    We are praying that the number of Baptisms is up, Bible Study participation is up, Fellowship is sweet, and the Churches are growing.  There are so many people living in the District Eight Area that need the Lord.   May we all be challenged to become more “Great Commandment” and “Great Commission” type Christians?   We must love God and our neighbors, and we must be witnesses of Christ in “our” Jerusalem, and then out to the ends of the earth.





Speaking of Missions, I am excited that so many of you have been involved in “hands on” missions this year in many parts of the world.  We have had groups as large as 50 people going out to other countries to do mission service.  And, only eternity will reveal how many others went as singles, or in small groups, to do missions somewhere, locally or across the world.  May God bless you for going. 





Thanks.    I want to say a special “THANKS” to those of you, both Churches and Individuals, who have given so generously to assist with the total “Acts 1:8 Missions Heart” of the District Eight Baptist Convention.  This has made it possible to assist in more Missions Work than we ever dreamed possible a few years ago.��Finally, please go to the District Eight Missions Office website.  It has much more information posted there than we can put in this brief mail-out.   It is located at:   DistrictEightMissions.Com
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